
 

Coffs Harbour Community Preschool 

to School Q&A session 
were invited to speak 
with teachers from some 
of our local schools about 
the transition from 
preschool to big school. 
We welcomed Narelle Kelly 
from Coffs Harbour Public 
School, Mel Fenton from 
Narranga Public School, 
and Sam Maker from 
Bishop Druitt College. We 
were pleased with the 
turn-out of parents, and 
we think that us 
providing childcare assisted 
more parents to attend 
which is great! The 
teachers were able to 
answer many questions 
about their schools and 
about kindergarten in 
general. Kindy expos, open 
days, and tours are all 
happening soon at your 
local school so don’t 
hesitate to touch base 
with your child’s school to 
start the ball rolling. 

Here we are in week 

3 of term 3 already! 

We have hit the 

ground running with 

lots of exciting things 

happening at 

preschool. As you may 
have seen in the 

Advocate we were 

one of a few 

preschool to have 

won a grant to pay for 

an Aboriginal language 

program. This is really 

very exciting! We have 

invited Gawa (uncle) 

Michael Jarrett in on 

Wednesdays to share 

with us some language, 

art and culture. 

Michael is a 

Gumbaynggirr man 

from Nambucca Heads 

who has been teaching 

Gumbaynggirr 
language for many 

years. Michael also 

trained and worked as 

an Early Childhood 

Teacher before 

becoming an 

Aboriginal languages 

teacher. Michael 

taught Lorelle and me 

at TAFE in our 

Certificate 1 in 

Gumbaynggirr 

Language. We are 

really proud and 

honoured to have 

Michael’s energetic 

and engaging teaching 

as part of our holistic 

curriculum for our 

young learners. 

 

At this stage of the 
year those of you 
whose children are 
starting school next 
year will be beginning 
the enrolment process. 
It comes around 
quickly doesn’t it? 
Those who were able 
to attend last 
Wednesday’s Transition 
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Sarah’s News continued……. 

impact on children’s successful 
start at school. Indeed, a 
recent Australian study found 
that children who attend a high-
quality early learning program in 
the year before school are up to 
40 per cent ahead of their peers 
by the time they reach Year 3. 
www.everyonebenefits.org.au/why-
invest 
 
We are here to help – if you 
have any uncertainties about the 
transition to school process please 
ask your child’s room leader, or 
myself. Let’s do this together as 
a Ready Community, with Ready 
schools and Ready children.  

Please remember to help us 

all to keep every child safe 

by closing the doors behind 

you when you enter or leave 

a room. As you may have 

noticed, we have fixed our 

doors so that they lock 

automatically when closed 

(adults can reach over to 

open from the outside), this 

is to ensure that children 

cannot let themselves out. 

Of course a child could still 

slip out if the door if is not 

closed. So please be very 

mindful to watch out for 

other children and to always 

close the door behind you. 

Thankyou. 

 

We have had 

quite a few 

cases of 

sickness over 

the last couple 

of weeks. 

Please remember that if 

your child is unwell they 

should stay at home. 

Please do not return your 

child to preschool until at 

least 24 hours after their 

last vomit or diarrhoea. 

Any child with a fever 

should stay at home. We 

do not administer Panadol 

for fevers, and if you give 

them Panadol at home to 

bring down a fever it will 

have worn off half way 

through the morning so, in 

the case of a fever, 

please keep your child at 

home as it is an indicator 

that they are not well. 

Thank you for your 

understanding. 

 

We are looking forward 

to a busy few weeks with 

our open afternoon, book 

parades, and dads stay 

and play mornings. We 

are all working hard 

together to provide a 

really enjoyable and 

valuable preschool 

experience for your child. 

As always please do not 

hesitate to talk to us, to 

share ideas, give feedback 

and join in.  
 

Cheers, Sarah   

The teachers each spoke about the 
transition process in their schools, 
and shared their thoughts on 
‘readiness’. The overriding message 
was that parents should feel 
confident that their child’s 
educational needs will be met 
‘where they’re at’ and that there 
are really no academic 
prerequisites for starting school.  
Teachers are more concerned with 
children having the self-help skills 
to manage their belongings and 
their personal needs. The teachers 
emphasised that the first half of 
the year at school is mostly 
about getting to know the 
routines of school life and 
settling in.  
 
Narelle talked about the Best 
Start interview that children 
undertake in their first week. 
Narelle said that the purpose of 
the interview was for teachers to 
glean some information about each 
child in relation to their early 
literacy and numeracy 
understandings in order to help 
their teachers plan for the child’s 
learning. Narelle said that the 
Best Start interview is NOT a 
test and that it is just a start 
in getting to know each child.  
 
The teachers all asked that 
parents communicate any concerns 
about their child’s development or 
learning as soon as possible to 
help them to best support the 
child on their next step into big 
school. So, stay in touch with the 
school, keep talking to us, and we 
will continue to provide your 
children with a great preschool 
experience.  
 
We know from research that a 
quality preschool education and 
care experience really has a big 

http://melbourneinstitute.com/downloads/conferences/LEW2013/LEW2013_papers/WarrenDiana_LEW2013.pdf
http://www.everyonebenefits.org.au/why-invest
http://www.everyonebenefits.org.au/why-invest
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11 Brodie Drive 

Coffs Harbour  NSW  2450 

Phone: 66521064 

E-mail: admin@chcps.com.au 

www.chcps.com.au 

 

Coffs Harbour 
Community Preschool 

Caring for Children 

Book Week Activities: Character Parade, Scholastic Book Fair, Daffodil Day Support 

On Tuesday 21st and Friday 24th August 2018 we will be celebrating book week with character parades 
and a scholastic book fair.  The children will choose their book character and make their costumes at 
Preschool as part of our activities in the lead up to Book Week. 
 

The parade will begin at 9.30am and go for about 15 minutes.  Before and after the 
parade we invite you to browse the selection of Scholastic books that will be available for 
you to purchase and take home. 
 

We invite you, Grandma, Grandpa, Aunty, Uncle, and all the family to come along and join in the fun.  
We look forward to spending the morning with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendars, Cards, Diaries and more 
featuring your child’s artwork 

 

This year we are again offering the opportunity for you to order 

cards, calendars, diaries and other items featuring your child’s 

artwork or a photo.  

  

When you place and pay for your order, you can collect the 

drawing paper to take home, or we can arrange for your child to 

do their drawing at preschool.   

 

Flyers with prices and available products have been distributed 

this week. 

 

Please see Jacqui if you have any questions or would like to 

place an order. 

Child Care Benefit for Registered Care 
 

If you are working, studying, training or volunteering, you can claim CCB for Registered 

Care for the time your child was educated at our service prior to 1/7/18. 

 

CCB for Registered Care is not means tested and you can claim for up to 50 hours per 

week, for up to 12 months past. 

 

With the introduction of the new  Child Care Package on 2/7/18; registered care 

ceased on 1/7/18.  Since that date, early childhood education provided at a preschool 

has not been eligible for any form of benefit claim. 

 

If you meet the working/studying/training test, you can claim CCB for Registered Care 

for the period 30/1/18—1/7/18.  Currently the rate is $0.719 per child per hour. 

 
Please see Jacqui if you need a copy of your receipts or a claim form. 


