
Coffs Harbour Community Preschool 

 

Newsletter 

From Sarah’s Desk... 

Giinagay – Hello and 

welcome. 

 

I would like to 

acknowledge the 

Gumbaynggirr people 

and pay respect to the 

past, present and future 

Traditional Custodians 

and Elders of this land.  

As we share our own 

knowledge, teaching 

and learning, we also 

pay respect to the 

knowledge embedded 

forever within the 

Aboriginal culture and 

heritage. 

 

We have all worked this 

year on strengthening 

our understanding of 

Aboriginal culture and 

language. We have, as 

a team, engaged in 

many discussions, 

professional 

development and 

reading about the 

Gumbaynggirr Country 

and the Gumbaynggirr 

people’s Language.  

 

Leah and Carissa 

attended a professional 

development day in 

Port Macquarie around 

the respectful inclusion 

of Aboriginal 

perspectives, 

Donna and Carissa 

attended a Campfire 

yarning circle in 

Kempsey.  

I have attended a few 

local ‘yarnin circles’ 

with a group of early 

childhood professionals 

from around Coffs 

Harbour, the most 

recent of which was at 

the Abcare Elders 

groups. It was a 

privilege to chat with 

some of the Elder ladies 

about their views on 

early childhood care 

and education, and 

what their community’s 

children need to thrive.  

 

We went on bush walks 

with Uncle Mark 

Flanders the Aboriginal 

educator and Ranger 

from National Parks and 

Wildlife to learn about 

local bush tucker. 
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Bunnings 
BBQ 

We have been 
allocated 
Saturday 

11th 
November 

2017           
to run a 
Bunnings 

BBQ.  If you 
can spare an 

hour, or 
more, please 

put your 
name on the 
roster at the 

front desk. 

We would love 
to have as 

many helpers 
as possible to 

share the 

load. 
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As a team we have engaged with an 

organisation called NGROO which has 

supported us to look at what we are doing in 

terms of Aboriginal education. We now have 

an action plan going forward.  

For NAIDOC week we invited Uncle Michael 

Jarrett (Gumbaynggirr language teacher for 

the Department of Education) to come in to 

share with us some songs stories and art 

around the campfire. Keisha’s parents, 

Loretta and John, and her grandmother and 

auntie came in as well to help us to 

celebrate NAIDOC by making damper which 

we cooked on the fire.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lorelle and I are half way through the 

Certificate 1 in Gumbaynggirr language, and 

we love it! We are feeling much more 

confident to share our learning with the 

children, and as a result many of the children 

know a few Gumbaynggirr songs, and words 

for animals, body parts, numbers and 

greetings. 

Siandra Webb came in last term from Bi-cultural 

support to provide twelve hours of 

Gumbaynggirr language learning. Siandra has 

very close connections with the Aboriginal 

community through her family, and she has 

permission from the three Aboriginal land 

councils locally to share her knowledge with 

children. 

 

We have connected with Peter at the Jalligirr 

bush plants nursery through the Coffs Harbour 

Aboriginal Land Council. Peter has supplied us 

with a lovely selection of local native plants for 

our bush tucker garden.  

 

The Early Years Learning Framework, and the 

National Quality Standard requires all early 

childhood education and care services to work 

to embed respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples in their daily practice. EYLF 

states that ‘Educators recognize that diversity 

contributes to the richness of our society and 

provides a valid evidence base about ways of 

knowing. For Australia it also includes promoting 

greater understanding of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander ways of knowing and 

being.’ (EYLF, p 49) 

 

At Coffs Harbour Community Preschool 

we believe our role includes promoting 

respect for the culture and traditions of the 

first Australians within our community, 

and to acknowledge the Gumbaynggirr 

people as the traditional custodians of this 

land. We aim to embed a deep respect for 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

ways of knowing and being into our 

program. 

 

We aspire to continually learn and 

understand more about the Gumbaynggirr 

land that we are situated on. We strive to 

develop and maintain relationships with 

Gumbaynggirr Elders and community 

members, and to learn what we can about 

the Gumbaynggirr traditions, language and 

culture. (Philosophy extract). 

 

We see that children are drawn to Dreamtime 

stories, and information about traditional uses of 

the earth’s resources. We notice that most of 

the children are enthusiastic about learning 

some language. We believe that there is much 
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that we can learn by making connections 

with the local Aboriginal community and 

modeling a respect for Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples.  

 

If you have any thoughts or suggestions about 

this area, or any area of our practice, please 

don’t hesitate to contact me on 

teaching@chcps.com.au. 

 

Thankyou,  

Sarah 

 

Nestled in the leafy grounds alongside Coffs Creek, this 

beautiful pocket of Coffs Showgrounds will be abuzz 

with laid back vibes and awesome live music, bustling 

hands-on creative fun for the whole family and the 

funkiest little food and treasure marketplace you've 

been to in a long while. Best of all, none of it will cost 

the earth! That's right... the Coffs Harbour Sustainable 

Living Festival is back in 2017 with the perfect 

combination of bustle and bliss to make this the 

summer season welcome you wouldn't want to miss. 

Roll up your sleeves and kick off your shoes at this free, 

grassroots, family-friendly, hands-on, Do-fest! 

 

Start your day with yoga on the green, then get your 

groove on at the solar-powered sound stage to the 

uplifting vibes of Aussie touring legends OKA where 

indigenous roots & live instruments meet electro beats 

in a perfect chilled-out sun-drenched musical mash up. 

Explore a world of hands-on fun with a truck-ton of 

cool, clever, crafty and FREE all day drop-in 

workshops - from making your own driftwood 

dreamcatchers to feeding the friendly mulch monster 

and potting your own take home plant, not to mention 

loads of other stalls, sessions & activities for ideas and 

inspiration on all things sustainable.  

 

Take the 'Sustainable Silly Season' challenge - come 

along and join the free workshops to make your own 

Christmas cards, gift tags and decorations with a 

treasure trove of recycled & natural goodies.  

 

Seaside Scavenge crew will be in the house to help drive 

a massive clean up of our precious Coffs Creek Estuary. 

Get the whole family involved and swap your trash for 

funky clothes, awesome toys, books, games & loads 

more exciting goodies.  

 

Cruise the markets for the perfect sustainable festive 

season gifts and give to the planet as well as your loved 

ones. Along with cultural cooking demos and a 

delectable all day food market, it's the place to nourish 

your tummy & nurture your soul, unleash your 

creativity and celebrate your community and deepen 

your connection to this beautiful place we call home.  

 

Gold coin entry.  

All welcome! 

Sustainable Living Festival 2017 

Term 4 Week 3 

Community News 
The Bunker Cartoon Gallery invites 

you to submit your captions! 

mailto:teaching@chcps.com.au


11 Brodie Drive 

Coffs Harbour  NSW  2450 

Phone: 66521064 

E-mail: 

admin@coffsharbourcommunitypreschool.com.au 

Coffs Harbour Community Preschool 

We’re on the Web! 

www.coffsharbourcommunitypreschool.com.au  

Like us on Facebook! 

 

 

Wednesday 8 November:   Big School at Preschool Day 

 

Saturday 11 November:   Bunnings BBQ fundraiser 

 

Wednesday 15 November:   Kulai excursion 

 

Wednesday 22 November:  Swag full of Instruments music incursion—morning 

     OOSH excursion—afternoon 

 

Friday 8 December:    End of Year Concert 5.30pm-7.00pm 

 

Friday 15 December:  Last day of preschool 2017 

Term 4 Events 

Messages 

We have additional email addresses that you can use if you 

want to save your typing fingers!  

teaching@chcps.com.au will go straight to Sarah 

admin@chcps.com.au will go through to the office 

The @coffsharbourcommunitypreschool.com.au addresses 

are still functioning as well so you do not need to update 

your address book.  

 
Please consider others when parking for drop off and 
pickup.   

 The drive through is for 5 minute parking only.  

 Please do not obstruct the entrance and exit 
driveways when parking on the kerb.  

 It is illegal to park between the corner of Anderton 
Street and the entrance driveway. 

 

 

Carissa has finished up for the year, 
pending the birth of her child in 
November. She is on maternity leave 
until the end of Term 1 2018. Alethea 
will be replacing Carissa until the end 
of the 2017 preschool year. 


